
UNlĪED
NATIONS

HRI/MC/2006/3
Page2

HRI TABLE OF CONTENTS

page

HARMONIZED GUIDELĮNES oN REPoRTING To THE INTERNATIONAL
HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY BODIES ..............,......3

Purpose ofguidelines .................. 3

I. THE REPORTING PROCESS ..............................4
Purpose of1eporting................. ............................ 4
Collection ofdata and drafting ofreports.......... .............................. 5
Periodicity........ ............................. 6

ĪL THE FoRM oF REPORTS. ..............'..................6

III. THE CONTENT OF REPORTS,

FIRST PART OF REPORTS: THE COMMON CORE DOCUMENT........................8
l. General inforrnation about the reporting State ........... ......................8

A. Dernographic, economic, social and cultural characteristics of the State............ 8
B. Constitutional, political and legal structure ofthe State...................................... 9

2. General framework forthe protection and promotion of human rights ....................9
C. Acceptance of international human dghts nonns ................................................ 9
D. Legal framework for the protection of human įights at the national level........ l0
E. Framework within which hurnan rights ate ptomoted at the nationaļ level....... 11

F. Reporting process at the national level ........... 13

G. Other related hurnan lights infonnation ......... 13

3. Information on non-discrirnination and equality and effectivererredies................ l4
Non-dįscrįmination and equaĮity ......................... 14
Effective remedįes.....'.... ............ ļ5

SECOND PART OF REPORTS : THE TREATY-SPECIFIC DOCUMENT............. I 5

APPENDIX 1 Mandate of fieaŅ bodies to l'equest feports from States parties.'.......l6

APPENDIX 2 Paftial list of major intemational conventions relating to issues of
human rights.... .. .......... ............... ..20

A. Main intemational human rights convęntions and protocols...............-.. .....'....20
B. Other United Nations human rights and related conventions............................ 20
C. Conventions of the International Įabou'organization...........................'......... 20
D. Conventions of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization ...............................21
E. Conventions of the Hague Conference on Private International Law ..-............21
F. Geneva Conventions and other treaties on intefnationaļ humanitarian law '....'.22

APPENDIX 3 Indicators for assessing the irnplernentation of hulnan rights..............23

Distr'.
GENERAL

HRI/MC|2006/3
l0 May 2006

@ fĮffiį'*ļ,ļ|"
Orisinal: ENGLISH

Fifth Inter'-Colmnittee Meeting of the hurnan rights treaty bodies,
Geneva, 19-2l Junę2006

Eighteenth rneeting of chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies
Geneva,22-23 J:une2006

Ilarmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human
rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and

treaty-specific documents

Report of the lnter-Committee Technical Working Group

The present document pįesents draft harrnonized guidelines on reporting under
interrrational human r'ights treaties pl'epaįed by the Inter-Committee Technįcal Working
Group established by the fourth inter-committee meeting and the seventeenth meeting
of chaitpersons of human rights treaty bodięs. The Inter.-Cornrnittee Technical Working
Group rnet at the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights frorn 8 to 9
Decernber2005 and 15 to l7 February2006.

G8.06-41942



HRVMCt2006/3
page 3

HARMONIZED GUIDELINES ON REPORTING TO THE INTERNATIONAL
HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY MONITORTNG BODIES

Purpose of guidelines

1. These guidelines are intended to guide States parties in fulfilling theil reporting
obligations under:

_ Ar1icle 40 ofthe Internationaļ Covęnant on Civil and Poļitical Rights, reporting
to the Human Rights Cornrnittee (CCPR);

_ Articles Į6 and I1 of tlre Intemational Covenant on Econornic, Social and
Cultulal Rights, reporting to the Cornmittee on Econornic, Social and Cultural
Rights (CESCR);

- A1icle 9 of the Įnterrrational Convention on the Elimination of Al1 Forrns of
Racial Disclimination, reporting to the Comrnittee on the Elimination of Racial
Disclimination (CERD);

- Arlicle 18 of the Convention on the Elirnination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women, repolting to the Cornmittee on the Elimination of
Discrirnination Against Women (CEDAW);

_ Aticle ļ9 of the Convention Against Tofture and other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatlnent and Punishrnent, reporling to the Committee Against
To(ure (CAT);

- Article 44 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, reporting to the
Cornmittee on the Rights of the Child (CRC);

_ Aļticle 73 of tlre Intemational Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All
Miglant Workers and Members of Their Families, reporting to the Committee on
Migrant Workers (CMW).

These guidelines do not apply to initial reports prepared by States under article 8 ofthe
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of
children in armed conflict and article 12 ofthe Optional Protocol to the Convention on
tlre Rights of the Child on the Sale of clrildren, child prostitution and child pomogĪaphy,
although States may wish to consider the infonnation provided in those reports when
preparing their reports for the treaty bodies.

2. States parlies to each of these human rights treaties undertake, in accordance
with the pl'ovisions (reproduced in Appendix 1), to submit to the relevant treaty body
initial and periodic reports on the measures, including legislative, judicial,
adrninistrative or othel reasures, which they have adopted in order to achieve the
enjoyment ofthe rights recognized in the treaty.

3. Repofis presented in accordance with the present hamonized guidelines will
enabļe each tt'eaty body and State party to obtaiį a complete picture of the
implementation of the relevant treaties, set within the wider context of the State's
international human įights obligations, and provide a unifoįm framewor* within which
each cornrnittee, in collaboration with the other tleaty bodies, can work.
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4. The harmonized guidelines aim at sh'engthening the capacity of States to fulfil
their reporting obligations in a tirnely and ęffective lnannel', including tlre avoidance of
unnecessary duplication of infolnation. They also airn at irnploving the effectiveness of
the heaty lnonitoįing system by:

(a) Facilitating a consįstent apploaclr by all cornrnittees in considering the
Ieports presented to them;

(b) Helping each comļnittee to consider tļre situation regarding lrurnan riglrts in
every State palty on an equal basis; and

(c) Reducing the need for a committee to request suppletnentaty infounation
before considering a repoft.

5. Where consideled appropriate, and in accoldance with the plovisions of their
respective treaties, each treaty body may request additional inforrnation frorn States
par1ies for' the pulposę of fulfilling its rnandate to leview tlre implernentation of tlre
treaty.

6. The harrnonized guidelines are divided into three sectioĪls. Sections I and II
apply to all reports being prepared fol subrnission to any of the treaty bodies, and offer
generzl guidance on the recommended approach to the reporting process and the
recommended forrn of repolts, respectively. Section III provides guidance to States
pafties on the contents of reporls, ie., the common core document to be subrnitted to all
treaty bodies and the eaty-specific document to be submitted to each treaty body.

I, THEREPORTINGPROCESS

Purpose of reporting

'1. The reporting systern as described in these guidelines is intended to provide a
coherent framework within which States can meet their reporting obligations under all
ofthe international hurnan rights treaties to which they are a palty tlnough a coordinated
and stręarrrlined process.

Commįtment to treatįeS

8. The repolting process constitutes an essential element in the continuing
commitment of a State to įespect, protect and fulfil the rights set out in thę treaties to
which it is party. This cornrnitrnent should be viewed within the wider context of the
obligation of all States to prorįote respect for the riglrts and freedorns' set out in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and international hurnan rights instru rents, by
measures, national and intemational, to secure their universal and effective recognition
and observance.

Review of the impĮementation of human rights aĮ the narįonąĮ Įeveļ

9. States pafties should see the ptocess of preparing their repofis fol tlre tįeaty
bodies not only as an aspect of the fulfilrnent of tlręir intenrational obligations, but also
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as an opportunity to take stock of the state of human rights protection within their
jurisdiction for the purpose of policy planning and irnplementation. The report
prepalation process thus offers an occasion for each State party to:

(a) Conduct a cornprehensive review ofthe rneasures it has taken to harrnonize
national law and policy with the provisions of the relevant intemational
hurnan rights tįeaties to which it is a party;

(b) Monitor progress made in prornoting the enjoyment of the rights set forth in
the treaties in the context of the promotion of human rights in general;

(c) Identify ploblems and shortcornings in its app,oach to the irnplementation
ofthe treatięs; and

(d) Plan and develop appropriate policies to achieve these goals.

10. The reporting process should encouįage and facilitate, at the national level,
public scrutiny of govemment policies and constructive eįgagement with relevant
actors of civil society conducted in a spirit of cooperation and mutual respect, with the
airn of advancing the enjoyment by all of the rights protected by the relevant
convention.

Basisfor constructive diaĮogue at įhe įnternatįonaĮ Įeveļ

l1. At the iļlternational level, the l'epofting process creates a basis for.constr.uctive
dialogue between states and the treaty bodies. The treaŲ bodies, in providing these
guidelines, wish to ernphasize their supportive role in fostering effective nātional
ilnplementation of thę inteļĪational human rights instruments.

Colļection of data and drafting of reports

12. All states are parties to at least one of the main international human rights
t!'eaties the irnplernentation of which is rnonitoręd by independent treaty bodies įsee
pamgraph 1), and rnore than seventy-five pel.cent are party to four or more. As a
consequence, aļl States have r'eporting obligations to fulfil and should benefit from
adopting a coordinated approach to their repofting for each respective treaty body.

13. states should consider setting up an appropriate institutional framework for the
preparation of their reports. These institutional shuctures-which could include an
inter-rninisterial drafting cornmittee and/or focal points on reporting within each
relevant govemlnent departlnent-could support aļl of the State's reporting obligations
undęr the international hurnan rights instruments and, as appropriate, related
intęmational tfeaties (for examp1e, Conventions of the Intįinaįional Labour
organization and the united Nations Educational, Scientific and cultural organization),
and could plovide an effective rnechanism to cooldinate follow-up to theioncluding
observations of the treaty bodies. Such stfuctures should allow for the iįvolvemęnt of
sub-national levęls of governance where these exist and couļd be estabļished on a
pennanent basis.
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14. Institutional structures ofthis natule could also suppoft States in meeting other
reporting commitments, fol example to follow up on intemational conferences and
sumrnits, monitor itnplementation of the Millennium Developrnent Goals, etc. Much of
the inforrnation colIected and collated for such įepoįts lnay be useful in the preparation
ofStates' reports to the treaty bodies.

15. These institutional structures should develop an efficient system for the
collection (frorn the relevant rninistries and govemment statistical offices) of all
statistical and other data relevant to the implernentation of human rights, in a
comprehensive and continuous manner. States can benefit frorn technical assistance
from the Office of the United Nations High Cornmissioner for Hurnan Rights (OHCHR)
in collaboration with the Division fol the Advancernent of Wornen (DAW), and frorr
relevant United Nalions agencies.

Periodicity

16. In accordance with the terrns of the relevant treaŲ, each State paŅ undertakes
to submit an initial repo on the measures in place or taken to give effect to that treaty's
provisions within a specified period after the treaty's entry into force for the reporting
state. Thefeaftff, States palties are rąuired to submit fufther įeports periodically, in
accordance with the provisions of each tteaty, on the pl.ogress made during the r.eporting
period. The periodicity ofreports valies from tr.eaty to treaty.

I''1' Reports under the revised reporting systerrr will consist of two paįts: the
common core document and the tįeaty_Specific docutnent. In accordance with the
different periodicity requirenents of treaties, submission of these reporls under diffelent
treaties may not be due at the same time. However, States could coordinate the
preparation oftheir repo s in consultation with the relevant treaty bodies with a view to
submitting their reports not only in a tirnely manner, but with as little time lag between
the different repo s as possible. This will ensure that States receive the full benefit of
submitting infonrration r'ąuired by several treaty bodies in a common col.e document.

18. States shouļd keep tlreil colnlnon core documents cunent. States should
endeavour to update the colnlnon core document whenever they subrnit a treaty-specific
document. If no update is considaed necessary, this should be stated in the treaty-
specific document.

II. THEFORMOFREPORTS

19. Įnfonnation which a State considers relevant to assisting the heaty bodies in
understanding the situation in the country should be presented in a concise and
structured way. Although it is understood that sorne States have complex constitutional
arrangements which need to be reflected in theil. repolts, repofts should not be of
excessive length. If possible, common core docurnents should not exceed 60-80 pages,
initial treaŅ_specific documents should not exceed 60 pages, and subsequent periodic
docurnents should be lirnited to 40 pages. Pages should be fonnatted for A4-size paper,
with l.5 line spacing' aįld text set in 12 point Tirnes New Roman Ņpe. Repor1s should
be submitted in electronic fonn (on diskette, CD-ROM or. by electronic rnail),
accompanied by a printed paper copy.
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20. states rĪay wislr to submit separately copies ofthe principal legislative,judicial,
adrninistr'ative and other texts refetred to in the repofts, where tlrese are avaiļable in a
working language of the relevant committee. These texts will not be reproduced for
general distribution, but will be rnade avaiļable to the lelevant committee for
consultation.

21. Reports should contain a full explanation of all abbreviations used in the text,
especially when refening to national institutions, organizations, laws, etc., that are not
likely to be readily understood outside of the State patty.

22. Reporls must be subrritted in one of the official languages of the United Nations
(fuabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian or Spanish).

23. Reporls should be cornprehensible and accu?te when submitted to the
Secretary-Genelal. ln the interests of efficiency, reports submitted by States whose
official language is one of thę official languages of the United Nations will not
necessalily be edited by the Secretariat. Repofts subtĪlitted by States whose official
language is not one of the official languages of the United Nations may be edited by the
Secrętar'iat. Reports which, upon receipt, are found to be manifestly incomplete or
lequire significant editing rnay be retumed to the State for rnodification befor.e being
officially accepted by the Secretary-General.

TII.THE CONTENT OF REPORTS

General

24. Both the coilrnon cole docurnent and the treaty-specific document form an
integral part of each State's reports. Reports shouļd contain įnformation sufficient to
provide each respective treaŅ body with a complehensive understanding of the
implementation of the relevant treaty by the State.

25. Repofts should elaborate both the de jure and the de facto situation with regard
to the irnplementation of the provisions of the treaties to which States at'e a party.
Reports should not be confined to lists or descliptions of legal instrurnents adopted in
the country concemed in recent years, but should indicate how those legal instruments
are leflected in the actual political, economic, social and cultural realities and general
conditions existing in the country.

26. Reporls should provide lelevant statistical data, disagglegated by sex, ager, and
population gtoups, which tnay be presented together in tables annexed to the įeport.
Sucļr inforrnation should allow comparison over ti įe and should indicate data sources'
States should endeavour to analyze this infonnation insofar as it is relevant to the
irnplernentation of treaty obligations.

27. Tļre common cofe document slrould contain inforrnation ofa general and factual
nature l'elating to the implernentation of the treaties to which the reporting State is party
and which rnay be of lelevance to all or several treaty bodies. A treaty body rnay request
tl-rat tļre corruĪon core document be updated if it considers that the information it

I Including with respect to clrildren (pelsons undęr tlre age of l 8 yeam).
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contains is out of date. Updates rnay be subrnitted in the fonn of an addendurn to the
existing colnrįon core docutnent oI a new revised version, depending on the extent of
the changes which need to be incorporated.

28, States preparing a colįmon corę document for the first tirne and which have
aheady submitted reporls to any of the treaty bodies rnay wish to integrate into the
common core docurnent infonnation contained in those reports, insofar as it remains
cullent.

29. The treaty-specific document should contain inforrnation relating to the
irnplementation of the tl'eaty which tlre relevant cornmitteę monitors. In particular',
recent developįnents in law and practice affecting the enjoyment of rights under that
treaty should be incļuded, as well as - except for initial treaty-specific docutnents _ a
response to issues raised by the committee in its concluding observations or its general
comments.

30. Each document rnay be subrnitted separately - though States are leferred to
consider paragraph I 7 - the procedure for reporting will be as follows:

(a) The State palty submits the comtnon cote document to tl-įe Secfetafy-
Generaļ which is then transmitted to each of the treaty bodies tnonitoring
the implernentation of the treaties to which the State is party;

(b) The State pafiy submits treaty-specific documents to the Secretary-Genelal
which are then transrnitted to the specific treaty bodies concemed;

(c) Each treaŲ body considel's the State pa y's report on the heaty the
implementation of which it monitors, consisting of the common core
document and the treaŅ-specific docunrent, according to its own
procedures.

FĮRST PART oF REPORTS: THE CoMMoN coRE DOCUMENT

31. For convenience, the common core docurnent should be shuctured using the
headings containęd in sections 1-3 in accordance with the guidelines. Tlre cotnnon cole
document should include the following infonnation.

1. General information about the reporting State

32' This section should present geneml factual and statisticaļ information relevantto
assistiĪlg the committees in undelstanding the political' legal, social, econotnic and
cultural context in which human rights are implemented in the State concerned.

A. Demographic, economic, social and cultural characteristics ofthe State

33' states ļnay provide background infortnation on the national chalacteristics ofthe
counhy. States should r'efi'ain frorn providing detailęd historical naratives; it is
sufficient to provide a concise account of key historical facts where these are necessary
to assist the treaty bodies in understanding the context ofthe State's implementation of
the treaties.
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34. States should provide accurate infor:nation about the ,rain demogr.aphic and
etlrnic clraracter'istics of tlre country and its population, taking into accoun-t tįe list of
indicators contained in the section ..Land and People,'in AppenĮix 3.

3?: states should provide accurate inforrnation on the standard of living of the
different segįnents of the population, taking into account the 1ist of indicators cāntained
in the section "Social, Economic and Cultural Indicators,, in Appendix 3.

B. Constitutįonal, political and legal structure ofthe state

36' States should provide a description of the constitutional structure and the
political and legal fi'arnework of the state, including the type of government, the
elęctoral system, and the organization of the executive, legislative arrd irdicial o.guns.
states are also encouraged to provide information about any systems of custornaiy or
religious la\.v that may exist in the State.

37. states should provide info,nation on tlre principal systern through which non-
governmental organizations are recognized as such, including through registr.ation
where registration laws and procedures are in place, gr anting of non-profit stat s for tax
pulposes, or other cornparable lneans.

38. States should provide inforrnation on thę administration ofjustice. They should
include accurate information on crime figures, including inter alia, information
indicating the profile of pelpetrators and victįns of clime ānd sęntences passed and
carried out.

39. Infonnation subrnitted in lespect ofpamgraphs 36 to 3g should take into account
the list of indicators contained in the section "lndicators on the political system,, and
"lndicators on Crime and the Administration of Justice,, in Appendix 3.

2. General framework for the protection and promotion of human rights

C. Acceptance of internatįonal human rights norms

40. States should provide inforrnation on the status of alļ of the rnain intemational
hutnan r'ights heaties. Infonnation may be otganized in the fonn of a chart or table. Īt
should include infbrrnation on:

(a) Ratification of main įnternatįonaĮ human rights įnstruments' Information
on the status of ratification of the rnain international human rights treaties
and optional protocoļs listed in Appendix 2, Section A, indicating if and
when the State envisages acceding to those instruments to which it is not
yet a party or which it has signed but has not yet ratified.

(i) Information on the acceptance of heaty amendments
(ii) Inforrnation on the acceptance of optional procedures

(b) Reservations and decĮaraįįozls. Where a state has entered reservations to
any of the treaties to which it is a parģ, the comrnon core documęnt should
plovide inlolnalion on:
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(i) The nature and scope of such reselvations;
(ii) The reason why such reservations were considered to be

necessaly and have been maintained;
(iii) The precise effect of each reservation in terms of national law

and policy;
(iv) h the spirit of the World Confelence on Hurnan Rights and other

sirnilal confelences which encouraged States to consider
reviewing any reservation with a view to withdrawing it,2 any
plans to limit the effect of reservations and ultirnately withdĪaw
them within a specific time frame.

(c) Derogations, restrįctįons, or Įįmįtatįons. Where States have restr.icted,
limited or derogated from the provisions of any of the treaties to which they
aļe a parįy, the common core document should include infonnation
explaining the scope of such delogations, restrictions or lirnitations; the
circumstances justifying thęm; and the tilneframe envisaged for their
withdrawaļ.

41. States may wish to include infolnation relating to their acceptance of other
intetnational nonĪs ręlated to hutnan rights, especially where this infonnation is directly
relevant to each State's implementation of the provisions of the rnain international
human rights treaties. In particular, the attention of States is drawn to the following
relevant sources of information:

(a) Ratį/īcation of other Unįted Natįons human rights and reĮared fteatįes.
states may indicate whetlrer they aIę pafty to any of tlre other United
Nations conventions lelated to hurnan rights listed in Appendix 2, Section
B.

(b) Ratį/ication of other reļevant įnternatįonaĮ conventįons. States are
encouraged to indicate whether they ate pafiy to the intemational
conventions relevant to human dghts protection and humanitarian law
listed in Appendix 2, Sections C to F.

(c) RatįJįcatįon of regionaĮ human rights conventions. states may indicate
whether they are paty to any regional hurnan rights conventions.

D. Legal framework for the protectįon of human rights at the national level

42. States should set out the specific legal context for the protection ofhurnan r.ights
in the country. In particular, infonnation should be provided on:

(a) Whether, and if so, which of the lights refered to in the various human
rights instruments areprotected either in the constitution, a bill ofr.ights, a
basii law, or other nationaļ legislation and, if so, what provisions are rnade
for derogations, restrictions or limitations and in what circurnstances;

2 
see A/CoNF' Į57123, Part IĮ, paras. 5 and 46.
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(b) Whether hurnan rights treaties have been incorporated into the national
legal system;

(c) Which judicial, adrninistrative or oth authorities have cornpetence
affecting human rights rnatters and the extent of such competence;

(d) Whether the provisions of the various human lights instruments can be, and
have been, invoked before, or dilectly enforced by, the courts, other
tribunals or administrative authol'ities;

(e) What retnedies are available to an individuaļ who claims that any of his or
her t'ights have bęęn violated, and whether any systems of reparation,
compensation and rehabilitation exist for victirns;

(f) Whethel any institutions or national machinery exist with responsibility for
overseeing the irnplementation of human rights, including rnachinery for
the advancernent of women or intended to address the particular situations
of childlen, the eldelly, persons with disabilities, those belonging to
rninorities, indigenous peoples, refugees and internally-displaced persons,
ļnigrant worker's, non_authoįized aliens, non-citizens or others, the mandate
of such institutions, the hurnan and financial resources available to them,
and whether policies and mechanisms for gender mainstrearning and
conective measules exist;

(g) Whether the State accepts the jurisdiction of any regional hurnan rights
couļt ot' other mechanism and, if so, the nature and pr'ogl.ess of any recent
or pending cases.

E. Framework within which human rights are promoted at the national level

43. States slrould set out tl-įe efforts made to pfomote respect for all hulrran rights in
the state. Such pl'ornotion may encolnpass actions by gover ]Īent officiaļs, legislatures,
local assernblies, national hurnan rights institutions, etc, together with the role played by
the relevant actors in civil society. States may offer infonnation on measu'es such as
dissemination of infonnation, education and training, publicity, and allocation of
budgetary resources. In describing these in the comtron core document, attention should
be paid to the accessibility of plornotional materials and hurnan ilghts instruments,
including their availability in all relevant national, local, minority or indigenous
languages. In particular, States should provide infor:nation on:

(a) National and regionaĮ parļįaments and assembĮies. The role and activities
of the national parliament and sub-national, regional, provincial or
rnunicipal assemblies or authorities in prornoting and protecting human
rights, including those coĪļtained in international human r'ights treaties;

(b) NationaĮ human rights įnstįįutįons. Any institutions created for the
pfotection and promotion of hurnan įiglļts at the nationaļ level, including
those with specific responsibilities with legard to gender ąuality for' all,
race relations and children's rights, their precise mandate, composition,
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financial resources and activities, and whether such institutions ale
independent3;

(c) Dissemination of human rįghts instrumen ls. Tlre extent to whiclr eaclr of tlre
intemational hurnan rights instluments to wlricļr tlre state is palty lravę been
translated, published and disseminated within the country;

(d) Raising human rights ąwareness among pubĮic officiaĮs and other
professionaĮs. Any measures taken to ensure adequate education and
ttaining in hurnan rights fol those with responsibilities for the
irnplementation of the law, such as Govemment officials, police,
imrnigration officers, pįosecutors, judges, lawyels' pr'ison officers,
rnembers of the arrned forces, border guards, as well as teachers, rnedical
doctors, health wolkels and social workers;

(e) Promotion of human rights awareness through educatįondļ programmes
and GovernmenĻsponsored pubĮic information. Any lneasures taken to
promote r'espect tbr ļruman rights througlr education and tįaining, including
Govemrnent-sponsored public infolrnation car:rpaigns. Details should be
provided on the extent of human ilghts education within schools, (public or
private, secular or leligious) at various levels;

(f) Promotion of human rights awareness Įhrough the maSS medid' The rcle of
the mass infonnation media, such as the press, radio, television and
intemet, in publicizing and disserninating infomation about hurnan rights,
including the international human lights insttuments;

(g) RoĮe of civiĮ socieŅ' incĮuding non'governmentaĮ organizatįons. Tltę
extent of the pafticipation of civil society' in particular non-goverĪlnental
organizations, in the prornotion and pįotection of hurnan riglrts within the
coļļntly' and the steps taken by the Govemnrent to encouļ'age and pr'ornote

thę development of a civil society with a view to ensuring tlre promotion
and plotection of humaį fights;

(h) Budget ąĮĮocątįons and Įrends. Wher'e available, budget allocations and
budgetary trends, as peį'centages of national or regional budgets and gloss
domestic product (GDP) arļd disaggregated by sex and age for the
implementation of the State's human rights obligations and the results of
any relevant budget irnpact assessments;

(i) DeveĮopment cooperatįon and ąssistance. The extent to whiclr the State
benefits frorn developrnent ooopel'ation oį otļlef assistance wlriclr suppofts
hurnan rights promotion, including budgetary allocations. Infortnation on
the extent to which the State provides development coopet'ation or
assistance to other States which suppofts the plomotion ofhuman rights in
those countries.

r See the "Principles relating to the status ofnational lruman riglįts institrrtiorrs" (Paris Principles)
Ė/ 19 92/22 (A/RES/48/ l 34).
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44. The reporting state rnay indicate any factors or difficulties of a general nature
affecting or irnpeding the inplementation of international hurnan rights obligations at
the national level.

F. Reporting process at the national level

45. States shouļd provide infonnation on the process by which both parIs of their
reports (corrunon core document and treaty-specific docurnents) are prepared, including
on:

(a) The existence of a national coordinating strįļcture for reporting under the
treaties;

(b) Participation of departrnents, institutions and officials at national, regional
and local lęvels of goveļĪance and, where appropriate, at fedelal and
provincial levels;

(c) Whether l'eports are rnade available to ol examinęd by the national
legislature prior to submission to the heaty monitoring bodies;

(d) The nafure of the participation of entities outside of gover_rrrnent or ļ'elevant
independent bodies at the various stages ofthe report preparation process or
follow-up to it, including monitoring, public debate on draft reports,
translation, dissernination or publication, or other activities explaining the
repoft or concluding observations of the treaty bodies. Such participants
may include human rights institutions (national or other\ryise), non-
govemmental organizations, or other relevant actors of civil society,
including those persons and groups most affected by the relevant provisions
ofthe treaties;

(e) Events, such as parliarnentary debates and govemrnental conferences,
workshops, seminars, mdio or television broadcasts, and publications
issued explaining the repoft, or any other simiļar events undertaken during
the reporting period.

FoĮĮow-up to concĮuding observatįons of human rights treaty bodies

46. States should provide general infonnation in the common core docurnent on the
lĪeasures and procedures adopted or foļ'eseen, if any, to ensure effective follow-up to
and wide dissemination of the concluding observations or recomrnendations issued by
any of the treaty bodies after consideration of the State's Īeports, including any
parliarnentary hearing or media coverage.

G. Other related human rights information

47. states are invited to considet', where appropriate' the following additionaļ
sources of infonnation for inclusion in their co tlĪon core document.
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Fo ĮĮow-up to įnternationaĮ conferences

48. States may provide geneml information on follow-up to the declarations,
recommendations, and commitments adopted at \ļioįld conferences and subsequent
reviews insofar as these have a bearing on the hurnan rights situation in the country.

49. Where such conferencęs include r'epor1ing plocedļį'es (eg, the Millenniurn
Summit), States may integrate the relevant infonnation contained in those repofis in the
com lon core document.

3. Information on non-discrimination and equality and effective remedies

Non-dįscrįmįnatįon and equaĮiŅ

50. States should plovide in their common core document general information on
the implementation of its obligations to guaįantee equality before the law and ąual
protection of the la\{ fof everyone within their jurisdiction, in accordance with the
ręlevant international hurnan rights instruments, including inforrnation on the legal and
institutional shuctures.

5l. The comrnon cor'e document should incļude general factual infonrration on
measures taken to elirninate discrimination in all its fonns and on all grounds, including
multiple discrirnination, in the enjoyment of civil, political' econotnic, sociaļ and
cultural, riģts, and on measufes to plomote formal and substantive equality for
everyone within the jurisdiction of the State.

52' It should contain generaļ information on whethel the principle of non-
discrirnination is included as a general binding principļe in a basic law, tlre constitution,
a bill of rights or in any other dornestic legislation and the definition of and legal
grounds for prohibiting discrirnination (if not aL'eady provided in para. 42(a)).
Information should also be provided on whether the legal system allows for or mandates
sp@ial measures to guaĪantee full and equal enjoyrnent ofhurnan rights.

53. Information should be provided on steps taken to ensure that discrimination in
aļl its forrns and on all glounds is pr'evented and combated in practice, including
infolmation on the manner and the extent to which the provisions ofthe existing penal
laws, as applied by the courts, effectively implement the State parties' obligations under
the principal hurnan rights instflxnents.

54. States shouļd provide general information regarding the hurnan rights situation
of persons belonging to specific wlnerable groups in the population.

55. States should provide information on specific reasures adopted to reduce
economic, social and geographical disparities, including between rural and urban areas,
to prevent discrimination, as well as situations of rnultiple discrįnination, against the
persons belonging to the most disadvantaged groups.

56. States should provide general information on the measures, including
educational programmes and public information campaigns, that have been taken to
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prevent and elirninate negative attitudes to, and prejudice against, individuals and
groups which prevent them frorn fully enjoying theil human rights.

5''1. States should provide gener'al infonnation on the irnplernentation of theiį'
interrrational obligations to guamntęe equaļity befoĮe the law and ąual protection ofthe
law for everyone within their jurisdiction, in accordance with the intemational hunan
rights instruments.

58. States should provide genelal information on the adoption ofternporary special
lneasures in specific cilcumstances to help accelerate progress towards equality. Where
such measures have been adopted, States should indicate the expected timefrarne for the
attainment of the goal of equality of opportuniŅ and treatment aįd the .rithdrawal of
such measules.

Effective remedies

59. States should include general infolmation in the common core document on the
nature and scope of remedies provided in theil domestic legislation against violations of
human rights and whether victirns have effective access to these rernedies (if not already
provided in para. 42(e).

sECoND PART oF REPORTS: THE TREATY-SPECĮFIC DOCUMENT

60. The tįeaty-specific document should contain all information relating to States'
implernentation of each specific tteaty which is relevant principally to the corurnittee
charged with monitoring the implementation of that heaty. This part of the report allows
states to focus tļreir attention on the specific issues relating to the irnplernentation of the
respective ConvenĮion. Tlre treaty-specific document should include the infonnation
requested by the relevant committee in its most cuįlent treaty_specific guidelines. The
treaty-specific document sļrould include, whele applicable, inforrnation on the steps
taken to address issues raised by the cornrnittee in its concluding observations on the
State party's previous reporl.
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APPENDIX 1

Mandate of treįty bodįes to request reports from sates parties
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rigltts

ArtįcĮe ]6
1. The Statęs Partięs to the present Covenaflt undqtake to subrnit in conforrnity with
this part of the covenant reports on the lĪreasules wlriclr they have adoptęd and tlre

plogl'ess made in achieving the observance of the rights lecognized herein.

2. (a) All reports shall be subrnitted to tlre Secretary-Geneįal of the United Nations, who
shall transrnit copies to the Econornic and Social Council for consideration in
accordance \ ith the provisions of the present Covenant; [. . . ]

ArtįcĮe ]7
l. The States Parties to flre present Covenant shall furnish their reports in stages, in
accordance with a progt'arnme to be established by tlre Econonric and Sociaļ Council
within one yeal of the entry into force of the present Covenant after consultation with
the States Parties and tlre specialized agencies conce į9d.

2. Reports may indicate factors and difficulties affecting tlre degtee of fuļfilrnent of
obligations under the present Covenant.

3. Where relevant inforrnation has previously been fumished to the United Nations or to
any specialized agency by any State Palty to the pręsent Covenant, it wiļl not be
necessary to reproduce that information, but a precise reference to the infolmation so
fumished will suffice.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

ArtįcĮe 40
1. The States Pafties to tlļe present Covenant undertake to subrnit repofts on the
measures they have adopted wlrich give effect to the riglrts recognized heręin and on the
pĪogl'ess made in tlre enjoyrnent of tlrose riglrts:

(a) within onę yeal of tlre entry into force of tlre present Covenant for the States

Parties concernedļ

(b) Thereafter whenevel tļre Com littee so rąuests.

2. All leporls shall be subrnitted to the Sect'etary-General of the Unitęd Nations, who
shall transrrit them to the Comrnittee for considemtion. Reports shall indicate the
factols and difficulties, if any, affecting the itrplementation of the plesent Covenant.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations may, after consultation with the
Committee, tįansmit to the specialized agencies concetned copies of such pafis of the
reports as rnay fall within their field of competence-
4. The Comrnittee shall study the reports submitted by the States Parties to the ptesent
Covenant. It shall transrnit its reports, and such general cormnents as it rnay considel
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appropriate, to the states Parties. The comlnittee rnay also transmit to the Econornic
and Social Council these corĪl lents along with tlre copies oftlre repofis it lras received
from States Patties to the present Covenant.

5. The states Parties to the ptesent covenant lnay subrrit to the committee observations
on any colĪļInents that rnay be made in accordance with paraglaph 4 of this article.

International Convention on the Elimįnation of All Forms of Racial Discrimination

ArtįcĮe 9
1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Secretary-Geneml of the United Nations, for
consideration by the Comrnittee, a report on the legislative, judicial, administrative or
other tneasures which they have ad pted and which give effect to the provisions of įhįs
Convention:

(a) within one year after the ently into force of the Convention for the State
concemed; and

(b) thereafter ęvery two years and whenever the Cornmittee so requests. The
Cormnittee may request furlher infonnation frorn the States parties.

t...1
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

Artįcle ]8
l. States Parties undęrtake to subrnit to the secretary-General of the United Nations, for
consideration by the Committee, a repoft on the legislative, judicial, administrative or
other measures which they have adopted to give effect to the pr.ovisions of the present
Convention and on the plogress made in this respect:

(a) Within one year after the en y into force for the State concerned;

(b) Thereafter at least evety four years and furlher whenever the Committee so
requests.

2. Repofts tray indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree of fulfilment of
obligations under the present convęntion.
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment

ArtįcĮe ļ9
l. The States Parties shall subtnit to the Committee, through the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, repofts on the measures they have taken to give effect to their
undertakings under this Convention, within one year after the entry into force of the
Convention for the State Pafty concemed. Thereafter the States parties shall submit
suppletnentary repofts every four years on any new lneasures taken and such other
leports as the Cormnittee may request.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the repotts to all States
Parties.
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3. Each report shall be considered by the Cornrnittee which rnay make such genelal
comments on tlre report as it rnay consider appropriate and shall forward these to thę
State Party concemed. That State Party rnay respond with any observations it chooses to
the Corunittee. [...]
Conventįon on the Rights of the Child

Artįcļe 44
1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Comrnittee, tlu'ough the Secretary-Genelal of
the United Nations, repor'ts on the measuręs they have adopted which give effect to the
rights recognized herein and on the progress made on the enjoyrnent of those rights:

(a) Within two years of the entry into force of the convention for the State Paļty
concemed;

(b) Thereafter every five years.

2. Reports made under the present article shalļ indicate factors and difficulties, if any,
affecting the degree of fulfihnent of the obligations under the present Convention.
Reports shall also contain sufficient infonnation to plovide the Colnmittee with a

comprehensive understanding of the irrplementation of the Convention in the country
concerned.

3. A State PaŅ which has subrnitted a comprehensive initial repolt to the Cotntnittee
need not, in its subsequent repolts submitted in accordance with paragraph 1 (b) of the
present article, repeat basic inforrnation previously provided.

4. The Comrnittee may rąuest frorn States Parties further infortnation Īelevant to the
implernentation of the Convention.

5. The Committee shaļl submit to the Generaļ Asserrrbly, tluough the Economic and
Social Council, every two yeal's, reports on its activities.

6. states Parties shall make their repoļIs widely available to the public in their own
countries.
International Conventįon on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers
and Members of Their Families

Arįįcļe 73
l. States Parties undertake to submit to the Secretaly-General of the United Nations for
consideration by the Committee a report on the legislative, judicial, administrative and
other rneasures they have taken to give effect to the provisions of the present
Convention:

(a) within one year after the enĘ into force of the Convention for the State
Party concemed;

(b) Thereafter every five years and whenever the Comrnittee so requests.
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2. Repolts prepared under the pl'esent a icle shall also indicate factors and difficultięs, APPENDIX 2
if any, affecting the irnplernentation of the Convention and shall include information on

3. The Cornrnittee shall decide any further guidelines applicable to the contęnt of the A. Main international human rights conventions and protocols
reports.

International Covenant on Econornic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), 1966
4. States Par1ies slrall rnake theil r'eports widely available to the public in their own International Covenant on Civil and Political Riglļts (IccPR), 1966
countries. Intemational Convention on the Elirnination of All Forrns of Racial Discrirnination,

(ĮCERD),1965
ArtįcĮe 74 Convention on tlre Elirrrination of A1l Forlns of Discrirnination against Wotnen
ļ. The Comrnittee shall examine the lepofis submitted by each state Pafty and shall (CEDAW), 1979
tįansmit sucļr comtnents as it tnay consider appropįiate to tlre State Paffy concetned. Convention against Tor1ure and Other Cruel, Inhutnan or Degrading Treatment or
This State Palty may subrnit to the Cotulittee observations on any comment rnade by Punishrnent (CAT), 1984
the Cornmittee in accordance with the present afiicle. The Comrnittee may request ConventionontheRightsofthechild(CRc), 1989

Members of Their Farnilies, (ICMW), 1990
optional Protocoļ to tlre CRC on the involvetnent ofchildren in armed conflict,2000
Optional Protocol to the CRC on the sale of childlen, child prostitution, and child
pornography, 2000
optioĪlal Protocol to ICCPR, concetning individual petition, 1966
Second optional Protocol to ĮCCPR, concetrring abolition of the death penalty, l 989
Optional Protocol to CEDAW, conceming individual cornplaints and inquiry
procedures,1999
Optional Plotocol to CAT, conceming regular visits by national and international
institutions to pļaces of detention,2002

B. Other United Nations human rights and related conventions

Convention on the Prevention and Punisļrment of tlre Cr'įne of Genocide, ļ 948
Slavery ConvenĪion, 1926 as arrrended l 955
Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the
Prostitution of Others, 1949
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, 1951 , and its 1967 Protocol
Convention lelating to the Status ofStateless Persons, 1954
Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness, l 96 ļ
Rome statute of the Įnternational Cr'irninal Court, 1 998
United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crirne, 2000, and its
Protocols against the srnuggling of rnigrants by land, sea and air, and to prevent,
suppress and punish trafficking in persons, especially women and childlen

C. Conventions ofthe International Labour Organization

Weekly Rest (Industry) Convention, 1921 (No. 14)
Forced or Compulsory Į,abour Convention, 1930 (No. 29)
Labour Inspection Convention, I 947 (No. 8 I )
Migration for Employrnent Recommendation,1949 (No. 86)
Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, I 948 (No.
87)
Migration for Employrnent Convention, 1949 (No. 97)
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Right to Organize and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 98)
Equal Remuneration Convention l95l (No. 100)
Social Security (Minirnurn Standar.ds) Convention, 1952 (no. 102)
Abolition of Forced Įabour Convention, l957 (No. 105)
Weekly Rest (ColĪlĪįet'ce and offices) Convention, l 957 (No. 106)
Discrirnination (Ernployrnent and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No. l1l)
EqualiŲ ofTreatlnent (Social Security) Convention, l962 (no. l 18)
Employment Policy Convention, 1964 (No. 122)
Labou' lnspection (Agr icultule) Convention, 1 969 (No. 129)
Minimum Wage-Fixing Convention, 1970 (No. 131)
Holidays with Pay Convention (Revised), 1970 (No. 132)
Minimurn Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138)
Migrant Workers (Supplementary Provisions) Convention, I 975 (No. 143)
Migrant Workers Recotnmendation, 1 975 (No. I 5 1 )
Labour Relations (Public Selvice) Convention, 1978 (No. 151)
occupational SafeŲ and Health Convention, l98l (No. l55)
Equal Opportunities and Equal Treatment for Men and Women Workers: Workers with
Farnily Responsibilities Convęntion, t98l (No. 156)
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Coun ies Convention, 1989 (No. 169)
worst Fofms of Chiļd Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 1 82)
Maternity Protection Convention, 2000 (ne t 83)

D. Conventions ofthe United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

Convention against Discrirnination in Education, 1960

E. Conventions of the Hague Conference on Private International Law

Convention relating to the settļetnent ofthe conflicts betweęn the law ofnationality and
the law of domicile, 1955
Convention on the law applicable to maintenance obligations towards children, 1956
Convention concerning the recognition and enforcement of decisions relating to
maintenance obligations towards children, 1958
Convention concerning the powers ofauthorities and the law applicable in respect ofthe
protection of rninors, l96l
Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law and Recognition of Decr.ees Relating to
Adoptions, 1965
Convention on the Law Applicable to Maintenance Obligations, 1973
Convention on the Recognition ofDivorces and Legal Separations, 1970
Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Decisions relating to Maintenance
Obligations, 1973
Convention on the Civil Aspects of Intemational Child Abduction, 1973
Convention on Celebration and Recognition of the Validity of Maniages, 1978
Convention on the Law Applicable to Matlirnonial Property Regirnes, 1978
Convention on Įnteraational Access to Justice, 1980
Convention on the Law Applicable to Succession to the Estates of Deceased Persons,
l 989
Convention on Plotection of Children and Co_opęration in respect of IntercounĘ
Adoption, 1993
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Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition,.Enforcernent and Co-
operation in respect of Paįental Responsibility and Measul'es for the Protection of
Children, 1996
Convention oĪl the Intemational Plotection of Adults, 2002

F. Geneva Conventįons and other treaties on international humanįtarinn law

Geneva Convention (l) for the Arneliolation of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick
in Armed Forces in the Field, 1949
Geneva Convention (ll) for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and
Shipwrecked Members of Alrned Forces atSr,1949
Geneva Convention (III) relative to the Treatrnent of Prisoners of War, 1949
Geneva Convention (IV) relative to the Plotection of Civilian Pet'sons in Tįne of War
t949
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the
Protection of Victims of Intemational Anned Conflicts (Protocol I), 1977
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August L949, and relating to the
Protection of Victims of Non_International Anned Conflicts (Protocol Į|)' I977
Ottawa Convention on the Prohibition ofthe Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer
of AntįPersonneļ Mines and orr Their Destruction, 1987
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APPENDIX 3

Indicators for assessing the implementation of human rights

Demographic indicators
Repofiing States slrould provide accufate inforrnation, wļlere avaiļable, about the tnain
demographic characteristics and fiends of its population, including the following. The
infolmation should cover at least the last five years and be disaggregated by sex, age,
and rnain population groups.

Population size
Population growth rate
Population densiŅ
Population distribution by rnother tongue, religion and ethnicity, in rural and
urban aręas
Age-composition
Dependency ratio (percentage of population under 1 5 and over 65 years of age)
Statistics on bifths and deaths
Life expectancy
Fefiility rate
Average household size
Proportion of single-parent households and households headed by wornen
Propoltion of population in rural and urban areas

Social, economic and cultural indicators
Reporling States should provide information reflecting the standard of living, including
the following, covedng at least the last five years and disaggregated by sex, age, and
main population groups:

Share of (household) consurnption expenditures on food, housing, health and
education

Propofiion ofpopulation below the national poveŅ line
Propot1ion ofpopulation be1ow tļre rninįnum level ofdietary consumption
Gini coefficient (relating to distribution of income or household consumption

expenditure)
Prevalence of underweight children undel five years of age
Infant and matemal mortality rates
Percentage of women of child,/bearing age using contraception or whose pafiner is

using contmception
Medical telninations of pregnancy as a proportion of ļive birIhs
Rates of infection of HIV/AIDS and major corulunicable diseases
Prevalence of rnajor communicable and non-communicable diseases
Ten tnajor causęs of deatlr

Net enl'olmeĪrt ratio in prirnary and secondary education
Attendance and drop-out rates in prirnary and secondary education
Teacher-student ratio in public funded schools
Literacy rates
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Unetnployįnent fate
Ernployment by major sectors ofeconornic activity, including break-down

between the formal and infbrtnaļ sectot's
Work participation rates
Propoftion of wor* force registered with trade unions

Pel capita incorne
Gross dornestic ploduct (GDP)
Annual growth rate
Gross National Income (GNĮ)
Consumer Price Īndex (CPI)
Social expenditures (eg., food, housing, health, education, social prctection, etc.)

as proporlion oftotal public expenditule and GDP
Extemal and domestic public debt

Ploportion of inter-national assistance provided in relation to the State budget by
sector and in relation to GNI

Indicators on the political system
Reporting States should provide infonnation on the following, covering at least the last
five years and disaggregated by sex, age, and rnain population groups:

Number oflecognized political parties at the national level
Proportion ofpopulation eligibļe to vote
Proportion of non-citizen adult population registered to vote
Number of cornplaints on the conduct of elections registered, by type of alleged

inegularity
Population covemge and breakdown of ownership of major tnedia channels

(electlonic, print, audio, etc)

Number of recognized non-goveįĪmental organizationsa
Distribution of legislative seats by pafiy
Percentage of women in parliarnent
Proportions ofnational and sub-national elections held within the schedule laid

out by law
Average voteį tu routs in the national and sub-national elections by

adrninistrative unit (eg, states or plovinces, districts, municipalities and
villages)

Indicators on crime ānd the administratįon ofjustice
Reporting States should pr'ovide information on tlre following, covering at ļeast tlre last
five years and disaggr egated by sex, age, and main population groups:

Incidence of violent death and life tlueatening crimes reported per ļ 00,000
pefsons

Numbel of persons and rate (per 100,000 persons) who were arrested/brought
before a courl\convicted\sentenced\incarcerated for violent or other serious
crimes (such as homicide' robbery, assauļt and trafficking)

o 
In accordance witļr the reportin8 state's system ofgranting recognition to non-governr entaļ

organizatioro, infonnation on which is requested is paragraph 37.
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Number of repol'ted cases of sexually rnotivated violence (such as rape, felnale
genital rnutilation, honour crirnes and acid attacks)

Maxirnum and average tirne of ple-tlial detention
Prison population with br'eakdown by offence and length ofsentencę
Incidence of death in cįįstody
Number of persons execĮįted under tlre death penalty per year
Avelage backlog ofcases perjudge at different levels ofthejudicial systern
Nurnber ofpolice\security personnel per 100,000 persons
Number ofprosecutors andjudges per 100,000 persons
Share of public expenditure on police\seculity and judiciary
of the accused and detainęd persons who apply for-fl'ee legal aid, the pl'oportion

ofthose who receive it
Proportion ofvictirns cou.rpensated after adjudication, by type ofcrirne




