
Join us at the COP31 Health Pavilion

Date:	 9 November 
Time:	 15:00 – 16:00 CET
Venue:	 WHO Health Pavilion, COP31

Big lessons 
from small 
nations: 
Health 
leadership in 
a changing 
climate

Listen to the conversation
Discover how some of the world’s most climate-
vulnerable nations are shaping the future of 
climate and health leadership.

Live stream: 
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2026/11/09/
default-calendar/cop31-health-pavilion
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While small and island nations are among the most vulnerable to climate 
change, they are also among the most important sources of leadership, 
innovation and inspiration for climate and health action worldwide. Their 
experiences offer valuable lessons for all countries seeking to build healthier, 
more resilient and sustainable futures.  Building on the Pan-European 
Commission on Climate and Health (PECCH) Call to Action, this event will 
bring together leaders and experts from the Pacific, European, Caribbean, and 
African regions to explore how countries most exposed to climate risks are 
turning ambition into action. Through lived experiences, national and regional 
perspectives, the session will examine how health can serve as a powerful entry 
point for accelerating climate action. The discussion will showcase practical 
solutions that are protecting populations, strengthening preparedness, 
reducing vulnerability and supporting sustainable development. It will also 
explore opportunities to scale impact through stronger partnerships and 
cross-regional collaboration. 

Pan-European 
Commission on 
Climate and Health
Call to Action

The Pan European Commission 
on Climate and Health calls on 
national and local decision-
makers to take forward climate 
action that delivers benefits 
for human health, prioritizing 
the most vulnerable to climate 
change and reducing health 
inequity across generations. 
This is a moment of both 
urgency and opportunity. 

This session will be moderated by 
Katrín Jakobsdóttir, 
Chair of the Pan-European Commission on Climate and Health 
(PECCH) and former Prime Minister of Iceland


