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ANNEX II
Form for the submission of an anniversary proposal
A.	Information concerning the personality/event to be commemorated
1.	Family name and first name of the personality/Title of the event 
	100th Anniversary of the National Preserve “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra”
2.	Born   _______________                Died 	 (aged    -)
or	Date of the event 1926 (Year of Foundation)	
3.	Date(s) chosen for the celebration   2026
4.	Field of activity Cultural Heritage Preservation
5.	Brief description of the personality listing his or her major works/of the event
	The National Preserve “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra” was established in 1926 to protect and manage the historical, architectural, and cultural heritage of the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra complex. Over the past century, the preserve has played a crucial role in conserving numerous ancient structures, artifacts, and the famous cave systems. It serves as a major cultural institution in Ukraine, attracting scholars, tourists, and religious pilgrims, and functions as a center for interreligious dialogue, historical research and education.
	Describe the way(s) in which this personality/event has had a genuine regional and/or worldwide impact
 The establishment of the National Preserve “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra” in 1926 has had a profound impact both regionally and globally. Regionally, it has preserved a key part of Ukrainian cultural and historical heritage, ensuring that the architectural marvels and ancient artifacts of the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra are maintained for future generations. Globally, the Preserve stands out for its uniqueness, as there are few sites like it in the world. The complex includes ancient caves that reveal the secrets of early constructors, numerous old frescoes, and significant religious artifacts. It is an integral part of European and global history, attracting scholars, historians, and tourists from around the world. This fosters a greater understanding and appreciation of Eastern European history and Orthodox Christian culture. Its inclusion as a UNESCO World Heritage Site underscores its universal value and significance.
7.	Website(s) (including the website established/designed for the anniversary celebration
kplavra.kyiv.ua
B.	Co-sponsors (two Member States or regional group)
	
	
C.	Anniversary to be celebrated
	Fiftieth
	



	Centenary
	x



	Multiple thereof
	


D.	Information on the activities held on the occasion by the country or countries concerned
	Place

	Type of activity
	Institution responsible
	Time frame (start and end dates for the celebration)
	Estimated cost (US $)
	Funds earmarked/requested (under the Participation Programme)


	









Ukraine
	National Forum of National Reserves of Ukraine
	National Preserve  “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra”
	
September 2026
	
	The Government of Ukraine will cover the costs in the framework of the 100th anniversary of birth of the National Preserve “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra” national celebration. Please note that the budget for 2026 will be approved only in the second half of 2025.

	
	Release of a series of coins, сcommemorating the celebration the 100th anniversary of National Preserve “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra”.
	Ministry of Culture and Strategic Communications of Ukraine/
National Bank of Ukraine
	



During 2026
	
	

	
	Release of postage stamps and envelopes dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the National Preserve “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra” 
	Ministry of Culture and Strategic Communications of Ukraine/
Ukrposhta
	


During 2026
	
	

	
	Holding thematic exhibitions of archival documents, artefacts and photographic materials, as well as updating the existing expositions of the National Preserve, creating new expositions and modern service infrastructure for visitors
	


National Preserve  “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra” 
	




During 2026
	
	

	
	Distribution of information materials about the history of the Kyiv Cave Monastery and its role in European and world history 
	

Proposed by National Preserve “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra”
	


During 2026
	
	


E.	Links to UNESCO
1.	Please indicate the UNESCO field(s) of competence to which the celebration is linked
	Education	
Natural Sciences	
Culture	 x
Social and Human Sciences	
Communication	
	Link to:
Priority Gender Equality    
Priority Africa 	

Explain: ............................................

	Transdisciplinary projects: 			


2.	Explain the contribution that such an anniversary celebration can effectively make to the attainment of Member States’ goals in UNESCO’s fields of competence and in regard to the major priorities set in the Medium-Term Strategy (C/4) and Programme and Budget (C/5) approved by the General Conference
The 100th anniversary celebration of the National Preserve “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra” can significantly contribute to the attainment of Member States’ goals in UNESCO’s fields of competence and align with the major priorities set in the Medium-Term Strategy (C/4) and Programme and Budget (C/5) approved by the General Conference. This celebration will underscore the importance of cultural heritage preservation, showcasing the successful conservation efforts of the preserve over the past century. By promoting awareness and appreciation of cultural diversity and heritage, the event will encourage other regions to undertake similar preservation initiatives, thereby supporting UNESCO’s mission to safeguard cultural heritage worldwide.
Moreover, the anniversary will provide valuable educational opportunities through programs, workshops, and exhibitions, fostering historical research and education. This aligns with UNESCO’s goal of promoting knowledge and understanding of cultural heritage, contributing to the development of informed and engaged global citizens.
The celebration will also highlight the role of cultural heritage in sustainable development. By demonstrating how the preservation of historical sites can contribute to economic growth through tourism and cultural activities, the event will align with UNESCO’s strategies for sustainable cultural tourism and community engagement.
In the context of the russian invasion in Ukraine, the celebration will also draw attention to the threats faced by cultural heritage sites in conflict zones. Although the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra has not suffered direct damage, the danger persists, emphasizing the need for international cooperation and support to protect heritage in danger. This aspect of the celebration will resonate with UNESCO’s priorities, reinforcing the importance of safeguarding cultural heritage even in times of conflict.
Overall, the 100th anniversary of the National Preserve “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra” will not only celebrate a century of preservation but also contribute to the broader goals of UNESCO by promoting cultural heritage preservation, education, sustainable development, and the protection of heritage in danger.
3.	Form of participation requested from UNESCO
We seek UNESCO’s official endorsement and patronage to lend significant international recognition and credibility to the celebration. Additionally, we request the involvement of UNESCO experts to provide guidance and support for the event’s planning and execution, including advice on best practices for heritage conservation and educational programming.
We also seek assistance in the creation and dissemination of educational and promotional materials related to the history and significance of the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra, such as brochures, documentaries, and online resources.
Support in promoting the anniversary celebration through UNESCO’s communication channels, including its website, social media platforms, and publications, would help raise global awareness of the event and its significance. 
4.	Describe the way(s) in which this commemoration is consistent with and enhances UNESCO’s goals and mission
The 100th anniversary celebration of the National Preserve “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra” aligns closely with UNESCO’s goals and mission, enhancing its efforts in several key areas. This commemoration will promote peace and security by fostering international cooperation and mutual understanding. Through cultural exchanges and educational programs, the event will build bridges between different communities, promoting a culture of peace and mutual respect.
The celebration will also support UNESCO’s goal of ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education for all. By including educational components such as workshops, lectures, and exhibitions, the event will provide valuable learning opportunities.
In terms of cultural heritage and diversity, the anniversary will celebrate and preserve the rich cultural heritage of the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra, highlighting the importance of cultural diversity in fostering mutual respect and understanding. The event will showcase traditional arts, crafts, music, emphasizing the equal dignity of all cultures.
Furthermore, the celebration will align with sustainable development goals by promoting environmental conservation and sustainable cultural tourism. By demonstrating how the preservation of historical sites can contribute to economic growth and community engagement, the event will support UNESCO’s strategies for sustainable development.
In the context of the russian invasion in Ukraine, the celebration will draw attention to the threats faced by cultural heritage sites in conflict zones. Although the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra has not suffered direct damage, the danger persists, emphasizing the need for international cooperation and support to protect heritage in danger. This aspect of the celebration will resonate with UNESCO’s priorities, reinforcing the importance of safeguarding cultural heritage even in times of conflict.
Overall, the 100th anniversary of the National Preserve “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra” will not only celebrate a century of preservation but also contribute to the broader goals of UNESCO by promoting cultural heritage preservation, education, sustainable development, and the protection of heritage in danger.


F.	Other information 
The unprovoked Russian aggression against Ukraine have cast a shadow over Ukraine’s cultural heritage, placing invaluable sites like the National Preserve “Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra” in grave danger. Despite the Lavra being spared from direct damage so far, the threat remains ever-present. This anniversary is not just a celebration of a century of preservation; it is a poignant reminder of the fragility of our cultural treasures in times of conflict. By highlighting the urgent need to protect these irreplaceable sites, we hope to rally international support and solidarity. Together, we can ensure that the rich history and cultural legacy of the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra are safeguarded for future generations, even in the face of adversity.	
	
To National Commissions for UNESCO
cc :	Permanent Delegations to UNESCO
UNESCO Field Offices
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