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Dear Ms Sõber, 
 

74th Session of the WHO Regional Committee for Europe 
Virtual Side Event 

RACE to the Finish: European Regional Multi-stakeholder Consultation on the Fourth United 
Nations High Level Meeting on Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health 

 
I have the honour to inform you that the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe plans 
to hold the above-mentioned virtual side event on 22 October 2024 from 10:00 – 11:30 CET. 
 
The aim of the event is to review the latest regional data on progress made toward attainment of the 
noncommunicable disease (NCD) targets ahead of the Fourth High Level Meeting of the United 
Nations General Assembly (HLM4) in 2025, to recognize the urgency of the action needed to 
accelerate progress, and to discuss an agenda for action for the last five years of the SDG era. 
 
The Region is not yet on track to achieve SDG target 3.4 related to NCDs and mental health, or the 
targets and indicators for the associated NCD Global Monitoring Framework, so there is no room for 
complacency. Everyone has a stake in accelerating action on NCDs and mental health. 
 
I have pleasure in inviting you to nominate up to six (6) participants representing each of the 
following stakeholder groups: government, academia, professional societies, civil society, people with 
lived experience and youth. The participants will have the opportunity to review and submit online 
comments on a discussion paper outlining an agenda for action to accelerate attainment of the NCD 
targets in the remaining five years before the 2030 SDG deadline. An outline of the scope and purpose 
of the meeting is enclosed. A link to the discussion paper will be shared in late September.  
 
The working language will be English. Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in Russian.  
 
I look forward to receiving your nominations, giving the names, functional titles, and addresses of the 
proposed participants at your early convenience. We shall then communicate with them directly and 
provide them with the necessary registration and document review links. 
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Nominations should be sent to euncd@who.int no later than 23 September 2024. Allison Ekberg, 
Technical Officer for NCDs, is responsible for this activity and it would be appreciated if you would 
address your questions to her. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
Dr Gauden Galea 
Strategic Adviser to the Regional Director 
Special Initiative on NCDs and Innovation 
 
 
Encls:  
Scope and purpose 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copy for information to: 
Ms Triin Uusberg, Head, European Union Affairs and International Co-operation Department, Ministry of 
Social Affairs, Suur-Ameerika 1, 10129 Tallinn, Estonia 
H.E. Ms Riia Salsa-Audiffren, Ambassador Representative of the Republic of Estonia, Permanent Mission of 
the Republic of Estonia to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, Chemin 
du Petit-Saconnex 28A, CH-1209 Genève, Switzerland 
H.E. Mr Andre Pung, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary (agréé), Embassy of the Republic of 
Estonia, Frederiksgade 19, 4th floor, 1265 Copenhagen K, Denmark 
Ms Kristina Köhler, Liaison Officer, WHO Country Office, Estonia, Paldiski Road 81, 10617 Tallinn, Estonia 
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