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I. Introduction
1. The Council of Europe's Steering Committee for New and Emerging Digital Technologies (hereinafter referred to as "the CDNET" or "the Committee") held its 1st Plenary meeting in Strasbourg, from 15 to 17 April 2026, in conformity with its terms of reference adopted by the Committee of Ministers.
II. List of items discussed at the meeting and decisions taken by the CDNET
Agenda item 1. Opening of the meeting
2. The Committee welcomed the address by Gianluca ESPOSITO, Director General of Human Rights and Rule of Law of the Council of Europe. He reaffirmed that artificial intelligence and its implications for human rights, democracy and the rule of law are a priority for the Council of Europe, and that CDNET's work carries a global significance. He underlined CDNET's role as custodian of the Framework Convention on Artificial Intelligence and Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law (Framework Convention), emphasising the Committee's responsibility to ensure the Framework Convention's continued promotion. In this regard, he encouraged all stakeholders to work jointly towards its ratification, with a view to achieving early entry into force. 
Agenda item 2. Adoption of the Agenda
3. The Committee adopted the agenda as it appears in Appendix I.
Agenda item 3. Information by the former Chairperson of the CAI and the CAI Bureau – Tour de table
4. The Committee took note of the information provided by the former Chairperson of the Committee on Artificial Intelligence (CAI) on the continuity between the work of the CAI and the CDNET, including an overview of the transitional period since the CAI's final plenary meeting and the preparatory steps and interim arrangements undertaken in the lead-up to the CDNET plenary meeting. It was highlighted that all working documents presented during this plenary were prepared with the support of the CAI Bureau (see CONS-CDNET(2026)R1 and CONS-CDNET(2026)R2). During the interim period, efforts were focused on increasing awareness of the Framework Convention and promoting its signature and ratification, resulting in nearly one hundred related activities. Information on these activities is available on the CDNET official website.
5. The Committee took note of the information provided by the Secretariat on the outcome of the written procedure regarding the admittance of civil society organisations that had previously held observer status with the CAI, reporting that 24 former observers were admitted to CDNET and welcoming the continuity of engagement (CONS-CDNET(2026)R2, point 3)[footnoteRef:1] .  [1:  The former CAI Bureau agreed that requests from civil society organisations previously admitted as observers to the CAI should be considered through written procedure, as described by the Secretariat. It further agreed that applications from new civil society observers should be dealt with first through a hearing before the CDNET plenary and thereafter by decision of the Committee, in accordance with CM/Res(2021)3 Resolution on intergovernmental committees and subordinate bodies, their terms of reference and working methods.] 

6. The Committee held a tour de table where CDNET members, participants, and observers that were accepted through the written procedure introduced themselves. 
Agenda item 4. Presentation of the CDNET Terms of Reference
7. The Committee took note of the information provided by the Secretariat on the committee's Terms of Reference, the rules of procedure and working methods of intergovernmental committees as set out in Resolution CM/Res(2021)3. The Committee discussed the scope of CDNET’s activities, in particular whether it would address artificial intelligence exclusively or extend to other new and emerging technologies, a point to be determined by the Committee. Representatives expressed interest in collecting best practices concerning specific thematic issues in coordination with other Council of Europe relevant committees.
Agenda item 5. Elections
8. The CDNET elected its Bureau as follows:
1. Chairperson: Mr Mario HERNÁNDEZ RAMOS (Spain)
1. Vice-Chairperson: Mr Thomas SCHNEIDER (Switzerland)
1. Bureau Members: Ms Monika HANYCH (Czechia), Ms Sofia KASTRANTA (Greece), Mr Roberto LATTANZI (Italy), Ms Katja PASANEN (Finland), Ms Işıl SELEN DENEMEÇ (Türkiye), Mr Amit THAPAR (United Kingdom) (1 year term), Mr Michael VOS (Netherlands).
Agenda item 6. The Framework Convention on Artificial Intelligence and Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law – State of play and other relevant AI governance developments
9. The Committee held an exchange on the state of play of the progress of signatures and/or ratification of the Framework Convention, as well as on other relevant AI governance developments. 
10. The representative of North Macedonia informed the Committee that, in the context of the Council of Europe Secretary General's forthcoming visit to North Macedonia, a dedicated signing ceremony for the Framework Convention would take place. The European Union welcomed the growing number of signatures and informed the Committee that, following the formal consent of the European Parliament, the ratification procedure is expected to be finalised in the coming month[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  On 15 May 2026, on the occasion of the 135th Session of the Committee of Ministers held in Chișinău, Republic of Moldova, and in the presence of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, the European Union ratified the Council of Europe Framework Convention on Artificial Intelligence and Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law (CETS No. 225).] 

11. The representative of the Republic of Moldova, Canada and Israel reported ongoing efforts to accelerate ratification, adapt domestic frameworks, and develop policy tools, reflecting continued engagement with the Framework Convention.
12. The Committee took note of presentations by representatives of the Republic of Korea and the Arab Republic of Egypt on AI governance developments in their respective countries, highlighting ongoing initiatives to reinforce national legal and policy frameworks and to enhance stakeholder engagement. Both emphasised the importance of aligning national approaches with international models such as HUDERIA and consider the Framework Convention as a valuable international reference for guiding responsible and innovative AI governance.
13. The Committee also took note of information provided by the Secretariat regarding the receipt of an official requests from the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Republic of Korea for observer status.
Agenda item 7. Requests for observer status by civil society organisations
14. In line with Resolution CM/Res(2021)3, the CDNET granted observer status to the organisations listed in Appendix II. Thirty-four organisations worldwide were admitted as observer to the CDNET. Several organisations specifically referenced HUDERIA as a model they use, implement, or draw inspiration from, reflecting its relevance in a broad range of thematics.
15. The Committee noted that a member State, Türkiye, objected to the granting of observer status to one non-governmental organisation, the International Network Against Cyber Hate (INACH). The item, initially unanimously decided on 16 April 2026 in accordance with the objection, was closed. On 17 April 2026, it was reopened following a motion to reconsider by another member State, the Netherlands. Unanimity not having been reached on whether to refer the matter to the Committee of Ministers in accordance with Resolution CM/Res(2021)3, the CDNET postponed a decision on the matter until 8 June 2026 close of business, at which point it will be decided by written procedure whether to refer the matter to the Committee of Ministers.
Agenda item 8. Presentation of HUDERIA-related activities
16. The Committee took note of and held an exchange on the information provided by the Secretariat, Mr Jordi ASCENSI SALA and Ms Murielle POPA-FABRE, invited experts, on activities undertaken to support the dissemination and practical application of the HUDERIA Methodology and HUDERIA Model: Context-based Risk Analysis (COBRA) Resource, as well as on a potential HUDERIA online tool, making HUDERIA resources more interactive, taking into account adaptable and usable format as well as interoperability with existing tools. The committee welcomed the initiative.
17. The Committee also took note of the information provided by the Secretariat on ongoing technical cooperation for the preparation of HUDERIA Health Academy, organised jointly with the Steering Committee for Human Rights in the fields of Biomedicine and Health (CDBIO) and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).
Agenda item 9. Exchange on the outcomes of the Thematic Conference
18. The Committee held a Thematic Conference titled "Algorithmic Age: Human Rights, Democracy and Rule of Law" before its plenary and exchanged views on its outcomes and its relevance for the Committee's future work.
19. In relation to the mapping study on "Trends regarding the use of AI raising specific issues in relation to human rights, democracy and the rule of law" (deliverable 3) and the future report "Council of Europe strategic vision for emerging technologies: upcoming challenges of Artificial Intelligence and Digital Technologies from the perspective of Human Rights, Rule of Law and Democracy" (deliverable 6)[footnoteRef:3], the Committee discussed the definition of new and emerging technologies and the scope of its work with respect to their impact on human rights, democracy, and the rule of law. Areas of particular interest included quantum technologies and data security, novel applications and integration of AI, neurotechnology, online hate speech (especially concerning children), AI companions, the convergence of AI with other technologies, and the advancement of robotics and autonomous tools.  [3:  To be sequenced after Deliverable 3 in accordance with CDNET Terms of Reference CM(2025)131.] 

20. The Committee also took note of the information provided by the Secretariat regarding the regular organisation of a Council of Europe internal coordination group to collect initiatives developed in other intergovernmental committees relevant for CDNET and acknowledged that this will contribute to the mapping study.
21. The Committee decided to establish an online working group on the mapping study "Trends regarding the use of AI raising specific issues in relation to human rights, democracy and the rule of law" in May 2026.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The first meeting of the working group took place on 12 May 2026.] 

Agenda item 10. HUDERIA Model – Component No. 1: Guidance on Context-Based Risk Analysis and Stakeholder Engagement Process
22. The Committee examined, with expert input from Mr David LESLIE, invited expert, a draft of HUDERIA Model: Component No. 1 on Stakeholder Engagement Process (SEP) (CDNET(2026)4), which had previously been examined by the CAI. Members reflected on the balance between generic and AI-specific content, with some suggesting a greater focus on the distinctive features of AI, while also recognising that AI is increasingly interconnected with other technologies. The approach was appreciated, with calls for additional attention to be given to stakeholders that could be indirectly impacted. Suggestions were made to ensure stakeholder feedback is integrated throughout all stages, and to consider innovative digital approaches for involving stakeholders in the process.
23. The Committee instructed the Secretariat to prepare a revised version based on the comments made on the draft text, as well as written comments to be submitted to the Secretariat by 29 May 2026. The Committee decided on examining in written procedure a revised draft.
Agenda item 11. HUDERIA Model – Component No. 2: Recommendations on Roles and Responsibilities in AI Project Lifecycle
24. The Committee held an exchange on HUDERIA Model: Component No. 2 on "Recommendations on Roles and Responsibilities in AI Project Lifecycle" on the basis of the discussion paper prepared by the Secretariat (CDNET(2026)2) and with expert input from Mr David LESLIE. Several members shared national approaches, emphasising the importance of continuity and clarity in assigning responsibilities throughout the AI system lifecycle. The importance of making HUDERIA practical and useful for small and medium-sized enterprises was highlighted, with broad support for its continued operationalisation in line with the Framework Convention. 
25. On the basis of this discussion, as well as written comments to be submitted to the Secretariat by 29 May 2026, the Committee instructed the Chair and the Secretariat to prepare draft HUDERIA Model: Component No. 2 on "Recommendations on Roles and Responsibilities in AI Project Lifecycle" and to organise the work of the draft by written procedure with a view to submitting a consolidated proposal for adoption at the next plenary meeting.
Agenda item 12. HUDERIA Model – Component No. 3: Procurement Guidelines
26. The Committee held an exchange on HUDERIA Model: Component No. 3 on "Procurement Guidelines" on the basis of the discussion paper prepared by the Secretariat and with expert input from Mr David LESLIE. Members expressed strong interest in this topic, emphasising that clear procurement guidelines are crucial for mitigating risks and welcomed the continuation of this work.
27. The Committee decided on the establishment of an online working group on HUDERIA Model: Component No. 3 on "Procurement Guidelines", tasked with advancing work between plenaries.
Agenda item 13. HUDERIA Model – Component No. 4: Mapping Report on Interoperability Clauses
28. The Committee held a discussion on HUDERIA Model: Component No. 4 on a "Mapping Report on Interoperability Clauses" with expert input from Mr Jordi ASCENSI SALA. The committee discussed interoperability definition in CDNET work and HUDERIA context. The discussion addressed the definition and understanding of interoperability in the context of CDNET's work and the HUDERIA methodology. It was underlined that the processes and work of standardisation bodies are complementary to the operationalisation of HUDERIA methodology and models. 
29. The Committee decided on the establishment of an online working group on HUDERIA Model: Component No. 4 on a "Mapping Report on Interoperability Clauses", tasked with advancing work between plenaries.
Agenda item 14. HUDERIA Model – Component No. 5: Templates and Workflow for the Implementation of HUDERIA Documentation
30. The Committee decided to consider HUDERIA Model: Component No. 5 on "Templates and Workflow for the Implementation of HUDERIA" at a later stage in light of advancement of discussion on the other HUDERIA Model Components.
Agenda item 15. Appointment of Thematic Rapporteurs and Representatives to other Committees
31. The Committee appointed thematic rapporteurs and gender and youth rapporteurs as follows:
1. Gender Equality Rapporteur: Mr Mario HERNÁNDEZ RAMOS (Spain), with a two-year term of office.
1. Youth Rapporteur: Ms Monika HANYCH (Czechia) and Ms Linda HOLKOVA LUBYOVA (Slovakia), both with a two-year term of office.
32. The Committee appointed the following members of the CDNET as representatives to intergovernmental committees of the Council of Europe, with a view to coordinating the CDNET's work with other intergovernmental committees equally addressing the implications of new and emerging digital technologies in their respective fields of activity:
1. Mr Dimitri GUGUNAVA (Georgia) as Representative to the Steering Committee for Education (CDEDU);
1. Mr Dimitri GUGUNAVA (Georgia) and Mr Nurlan MAMMADLI (Azerbaijan) as Representatives to the Drafting Committee on Risks and Harms of Online and Digital Addictions (BIO-ALN);
1. Ms Androniki TZOMAKA (Greece) as Representative to the Steering Committee for the Rights of the Child (CDENF);
1. Ms Sofia KASTRANTA (Greece) as Representative to the Steering Committee on Democracy (CDDEM);
1. Ms İlayda SÜER (Türkiye) as Representative to the European Committee on Crime Problems (CDPC);
1. Mr Thomas SCHNEIDER (Switzerland) as Representative to the Steering Committee on Media and Information Society (CDMSI).
Agenda item 16. Calendar
33. The Committee adopted the calendar of meetings and online working group meetings for the first semester of 2026 and approved a provisional calendar of meetings and online working group meetings during the second semester of 2026.
Agenda item 17. Date and place of the next meeting
34. The Committee agreed to hold its 2nd plenary meeting in Strasbourg on 21–23 October 2026.
Agenda item 18. Any other business
35. The Committee took note of the information provided by the Secretariat that September 2026 will mark the two-year anniversary of the Framework Convention on Artificial Intelligence and Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law and invited delegations to contact the Secretariat with any proposals for marking the occasion.
Agenda item 19. Adoption of the Abridged Meeting Report and close of the meeting
36. The Committee adopted the abridged report of its 1st plenary meeting, and the Chair closed the meeting. 

Appendix I
Agenda
ITEM 1: OPENING OF THE MEETING
ITEM 2: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
ITEM 3: INFORMATION BY THE FORMER CHAIRPERSON OF THE COMMITTEE ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (CAI) AND THE CAI BUREAU – TOUR DE TABLE
ITEM 4: PRESENTATION OF THE CDNET TERMS OF REFERENCE
ITEM 5: ELECTIONS
ITEM 6: THE FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRACY AND THE RULE OF LAW – STATE OF PLAY AND OTHER RELEVANT AI GOVERNANCE DEVELOPMENTS
ITEM 7: REQUESTS FOR OBSERVER STATUS BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS
ITEM 8: PRESENTATION OF HUDERIA-RELATED ACTIVITIES
ITEM 9: EXCHANGE ON THE OUTCOMES OF THE THEMATIC CONFERENCE
ITEM 10: HUDERIA MODEL – COMPONENT NO. 1: GUIDANCE ON CONTEXT-BASED RISK ANALYSIS AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT PROCESS
ITEM 11: HUDERIA MODEL – COMPONENT NO. 2: RECOMMENDATIONS ON ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN AI PROJECT LIFECYCLE
ITEM 12: HUDERIA MODEL – COMPONENT NO. 3: PROCUREMENT GUIDELINES
ITEM 13: HUDERIA MODEL – COMPONENT NO. 4: MAPPING REPORT ON INTEROPERABILITY CLAUSES
ITEM 14: HUDERIA MODEL – COMPONENT NO. 5: TEMPLATES AND WORKFLOW FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF HUDERIA DOCUMENTATION
ITEM 15: APPOINTMENT OF THEMATIC RAPPORTEURS AND REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER COMMITTEES
ITEM 16: CALENDAR
ITEM 17: DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING
ITEM 18: ANY OTHER BUSINESS
ITEM 19: ADOPTION OF THE ABRIDGED MEETING REPORT AND CLOSE OF THE MEETING

Appendix II
List of organisations admitted as observers to the CDNET
1. Admitted
1. 5Rights Foundation
1. AlgorithmWatch CH
1. ALLAI – Alliance for AI
1. AIMICI – AI Monitor for Immigration in Canada and Internationally
1. BioValley France
1. CAIDP – Center for AI and Digital Policy
1. CCBE – Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe
1. CEDEM – Center for Democracy, Media Education and Multilingualism
1. Centre for AI & Digital Humanism
1. DSLU – Digital Security Lab Ukraine
1. EADPP – European Association of Data Protection Professionals
1. EBU – the European Broadcasting Union
1. ENNHRI – European Network of Human Rights Institutions
1. Equinet – European Network of Equality Bodies
1. ETUC – European Trade Union Confederation
1. Global Partners Digital (GPD)
1. GNEJ – Global Network on Electoral Justice
1. Homo Digitalis
1. HUX AI
1. ICC – International Chamber of Commerce
1. ICEED – International Council on Environmental Economics and Development
1. ICube
1. IEC – International Electrotechnical Commission
1. IEEE – Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
1. Internet Society
1. IRCAI – International Research Centre on Artificial Intelligence
1. ISO – International Organization for Standardization
1. Pour Demain
1. Renaissance numérique
1. The Future Society
1. VDE – Association for Electrical, Electronic & Information Technologies and Partnership on AI
1. WITNESS
1. Women at the Table
1. World Federalist Movement / Institute of Global Policy

2. Admittance Pending
1. INACH – International Network Against Cyber Hate (see paragraphs 14–15 above)














1 Following its initial request for observer status, the civil society organisation "Little Mama Labs" ceased communication with the Council of Europe Secretariat. The Secretariat made multiple attempts to solicit confirmation of the organisation's continued interest but received no response. As a result, the organisation did not take part in the open hearing and the CDNET decided to discontinue the examination of its application.
Appendix III
Calendar
As adopted (for the first semester 2026) and approved (for the second semester 2026) 
by the CDNET at its 1st meeting (15 – 17 April 2026) / Tels qu'adoptés (pour le premier semestre 2026) et approuvés (pour le deuxième semestre 2026) 
par le CDNET lors de sa 1re réunion (du 15 au 17 avril 2026)[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Each meeting is proposed for one working day during the weeks indicated, and will be organised and conducted in the same format as the online working group meetings held under the Committee on Artificial Intelligence (CAI). / Chaque réunion est prévue sur une journée de travail au cours des semaines indiquées et sera organisée et menée selon le même format que les réunions en ligne des groupes de travail organisées dans le cadre du Comité sur l'intelligence artificielle (CAI).] 



	15 – 17/04/2026

	1st Plenary meeting of the Steering Committee for New and Emerging Digital Technologies (CDNET) / 1e réunion plénière du Comité directeur pour les technologies numériques nouvelles et émergentes (CDNET)


	
	

	11/05 – 17/05/2026
	1st online working group meeting on the Mapping study on “Trends regarding the use of AI raising specific issues in relation to human rights, democracy
and the rule of law” (CDNET deliverable 3) / 1e réunion en ligne du groupe de travail sur l’étude cartographique sur les « Tendances en matière d'utilisation de l'IA soulevant des questions spécifiques en matière de droits humains, de démocratie et d'État de droit » (livrable n° 3 du CDNET)

	
	

	08/06 – 12/06/2026





22/06 – 26/06/2026
	1st online working group meeting on HUDERIA Model: Component No. 3 on “Procurement Guidelines” (CDNET deliverable 7) / 1e réunion en ligne du groupe de travail sur le modèle HUDERIA : Composante n° 3 sur les « Lignes directrices en matière de passation de marchés » (livrable n° 7 du CDNET)


1st online working group meeting on HUDERIA Model: Component No. 4 on a “Mapping Report on Interoperability Clauses” (CDNET deliverable 8) / 1e réunion en ligne du groupe de travail sur le Modèle HUDERIA : Composante n° 4 sur un « Rapport de cartographie des clauses d’interopérabilité » (livrable n° 8 du CDNET)



	01/09 – 11/09/2026
	1st meeting of the Bureau of the Steering Committee for New and Emerging Digital Technologies (CDNET)[footnoteRef:6] / 1e réunion du Bureau du Comité directeur pour les technologies numériques nouvelles et émergentes (CDNET) [6: ] 



	
	

	14/09 – 18/09/2026
	2nd online working group meeting on HUDERIA Model: Component No. 3 on “Procurement Guidelines” (CDNET deliverable 7) / 2eme réunion en ligne du groupe de travail sur le modèle HUDERIA : Composante n° 3 sur les « Lignes directrices en matière de passation de marchés » (livrable n° 7 du CDNET)


	
	

	21/10 – 23/10/2026
	2nd Plenary meeting of the Steering Committee for New and Emerging Digital Technologies (CDNET) / 2eme réunion plénière du Comité directeur pour les technologies numériques nouvelles et émergentes (CDNET)


	
	

	23/11 – 27/11/2026
	2nd online working group meeting on HUDERIA Model: Component No. 3 on “Procurement Guidelines” (CDNET deliverable 7) / 2eme réunion en ligne du groupe de travail sur le modèle HUDERIA : Composante n° 3 sur les « Lignes directrices en matière de passation de marchés » (livrable n° 7 du CDNET)
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