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Dear Ministers,

Thank you for your joint letter of 1 July 2025 calling upon the Commission to reconsider its 
intention to withdraw the 2008 proposal for a Council Directive on implementing the 
principle of equal treatment between persons irrespective of religion or belief, disability, 
age or sexual orientation within six months.

With the first work programme of the mandate, the Commission had thoroughly assessed 
all proposals currently pending with the co-legislators. As a result of this assessment, the 
Commission put forward a list of 37 proposals it intended to withdraw. This included the 
proposal for a Council Directive on equal treatment.

European Commission-Rue de la Loi 200, 1049 Brussels-Tel : + 32 2 2991111 



I am pleased to inform you that, having considered the supportive position expressed by 
the European Parliament and by a large majority of Member States in the Council, the 
Commission has decided to maintain the proposal for the equal treatment directive for 
further discussion. This was confirmed through the publication in the Official Journal of the 
European Union of 6 October 2025.

I wish to emphasise that the Commission listed the proposal for the equal treatment 
directive among the priority legislative files in its 2026. Work Programme, adopted on 
21 October 2025.

As set out in the Political Guidelines, the Commission is fully committed to building a Union 
of Equality. We will therefore continue to support the Council Presidency and the Member 
States with all possible means to help find an agreement on this important proposal.

Yours faithfully,

Hadja Lahbib

Electronically signed on 11/12/2025 15:15 (UTC+01) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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