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Louis I. Kahn – Major Awards and 

Honorary Distinctions

1953 – Fellow of the American Institute of Architects (FAIA)

1963 – Honorary Professorship / Honorary Degree, 

Politecnico di Milano (Italy)  – Awarded together with Alvar 

Aalto and Kenzo Tange

1964 – Member, National Institute of Arts and Letters (USA)

1968 – Member, American Academy of Arts and Sciences

1971 – AIA Gold Medal (American Institute of Architects)

1972 – RIBA Royal Gold Medal (Royal Institute of British 

Architects)Academic Honors and Distinctions

1947–1957 – Professor of Architecture, Yale University 

(international academic recognition)

1957–1974 – Professor of Architecture, University of 

Pennsylvania



https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1IkVqrjMC5jDpE4MobMs4H

MHsq0tmqu4&ll=49.41130519484788%2C-11.18779155172183&z=3 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1IkVqrjMC5jDpE4MobMs4HMHsq0tmqu4&ll=49.41130519484788%2C-11.18779155172183&z=3
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1IkVqrjMC5jDpE4MobMs4HMHsq0tmqu4&ll=49.41130519484788%2C-11.18779155172183&z=3
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1IkVqrjMC5jDpE4MobMs4HMHsq0tmqu4&ll=49.41130519484788%2C-11.18779155172183&z=3
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1IkVqrjMC5jDpE4MobMs4HMHsq0tmqu4&ll=49.41130519484788%2C-11.18779155172183&z=3


Kahn väitis sageli, et tema soontes 

voolab vähemalt 25 protsenti “head 

Eesti verd” ja nimetas alati oma 

sünnipaigana Eestit, mitte 

Venemaad, nagu mõnikord ekslikult 

on väidetud.

August E. Komendant

18 aastat arhitekt Louis I. Kahniga



What does a brick want to be? … I ask the brick what it wants, and it says to me, I like an arch.

Even a room which must be dark needs at least a crack of light to know how dark it is.

Design is not making beauty, beauty emerges from selection, affinities, integration, love.

A great building must begin with the unmeasurable, must go through measurable means when it is 

being designed and in the end must be unmeasurable.

The sun never knew how great it was until it struck the side of a building.

Architecture is the thoughtful making of spaces.

The street is a room by agreement.

Every building is a house of institutions.

Silence and light are the parents of architecture.

A room is not a room without natural light.



taust

2006
Kahni päevad Kuressaares

2011
LKESA loomine

2021
Kahni 120 sünniaastapäeva tähistamine

2022 - 2024
Norra EEA projektct, AHO, ETH Zürich, TalTech

2026
USA 250, Kahn 125, LKEF 15



struktuur 
asutajad
Eesti Arhitektide Liit

Eesti Arhitektuurikeskus

nõukogu
Ingrid Mald, Esinaine, Eesti Arhitektide Liidu Direktor

Urmo Raus, Aseesimees, kunstnik, literaat

Raivo Puusepp, arhitekt

Katri Gailit, kommunikatsiooniekspert

Kristjan Järvi, helilooja ja dirigent

Kristiina Reidolv, Eesti Arhitektuurikeskuse Direktor

Tiina Lokk, PÖFF asutaja

Karl Laas

karl@louiskahn.org

+ 372 53 468 213

Mari-Liis Vunder

mariliis@louiskahn.org

+ 372 56229926

Juhatus

Louis Kahni pärandi tutvustamine 

kodu- ja välismaal

Louis Kahni Keskuse loomine 

Saaremaale, Kuressaarde

Interdistsiplinaarse platvormi 

pakkumine kultuuriliseks dialoogiks ja 

akadeemiliseks koostööks seonduvalt 

Louis Kahni pärandiga

eesmärgid

varasemad
Helen Sildna, Villu Veski, Ülar Mark, Toivo Tammik

mailto:karl@louiskahn.org
mailto:mariliis@louiskahn.org






AHO – Oslo School of Architecturem, Norway

ETH Zürich,  Switzerland

Alvar Aalto Foundation, Finland

rahvusvaheline 

koostöö



Media

Wallpaper - 05.11.2025 https://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/louis-kahn-guide

Sirp - 24.01.2026 https://www.sirp.ee/algused-oigemini-algusesse-naasmine/

Monocle - 02.02.2026 https://monocle.com/design/architecture/new-louis-kahn-centre-student-led-design/
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KAHN 125 Eestis

▪ Saaremaa, Kuressaare Town 

Hall and Town Gallery

▪ Exhibition 7.09 – 10.10.2026

▪ Kahni ja Aalto eramajad

▪ Seminar 18.09.26



https://www.imdb.com/news/ni65437231/ 

IMDB STATUS: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt37280404/ 

https://www.imdb.com/news/ni65437231/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt37280404/










Algused. Beginnings 

Konverents ja 

näitusKuressaare. 

Hetkel Riigikogus 

12.09.25

photos: Valmar 

Voolaid















US250

Ajalooline taust: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carpenters%27_Hall 

Philadelphia Carpenter House, Näitusekoht

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carpenters%27_Hall


US250







ETH Zürich, 11.2025

Kuressaare makett, 

Kahni Keskuse 

asendiplaaniks

photos: Urmo Raus



Plaan 2026

USA

▪ Avasündmus 30.October 2026

▪ Näitus 30.10.26 – 16.01.27

▪ Louis Kahni juured ja Paralleel 

Eestiga ning kaasaegne Eesti 

arhitektuur

▪ Algne plaan: Philadelphia, New 

York, Washington



vajadused 

USA 250 raames Eesti väärikas 

esindamine, sündmused Eestis

Joy Will Prevail eeltutvustus ja tele-

dokumentaal

Kahni Keskuse konkursi ettevalmistus



https://louiskahn.org/blogi/kahn-125-kava 

https://www.facebook.com/LouisKahnCentre 

https://louiskahn.org/blogi/kahn-125-kava
https://louiskahn.org/blogi/kahn-125-kava
https://louiskahn.org/blogi/kahn-125-kava
https://louiskahn.org/blogi/kahn-125-kava
https://louiskahn.org/blogi/kahn-125-kava
https://www.facebook.com/LouisKahnCentre


Louis Kahni Eesti SA

Louis Kahn Estonia Foundation

Asutatud 02.03.2011

Kursi tänav 3, Tallinn 10415

Põhja-Tallinna linnaosa,, Harju maakond, Eesti

contact@louiskahn.org https://www.louiskahn.org/

+372 53468213 +372 56229926

registrikood: 90010315

Arveldusarve: SWEDBANK AS, IBAN: EE042200221052277644

SWIFT kood/BIC: HABAEE2

mailto:contact@louiskahn.org








Louis I. Kahn Centre, goals: 

Introduction and popularization of 

Kahn legacy as a source of human 

creativity and international 

collaboration

Conference and cinema area

Permanent exhibition

Temporary exhibitoon

Workshop spaces

Activity area



structure 

founders
Estonian Association of Architects    

Estonian Centre of Architecture

council
Ingrid Mald, Chairwoman, director of Estonian Association of Architects

Urmo Raus, Vice Chairman, artist

Raivo Puusepp, architect

Katri Gailit, communication expert

Kristjan Järvi, conductor

Kristiina Reidolv, director of Estonian Centre of Architecture

Tiina Lokk, Film Director, Black Nights Film Festival

Karl Laas

karl@louiskahn.org

+ 372 53 468 213

Mari-Liis Vunder

mariliis@louiskahn.org

+ 372 56229926

board

Presenting the legacy of Louis I. Kahn 

at home and abroad 

Creation of Louis I. Kahn Center in 

Saaremaa, Kuressaare

To provide an interdisciplinary 

platform for cultural dialogue and 

academic collaboration

goals

mailto:karl@louiskahn.org
mailto:mariliis@louiskahn.org
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